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GENERAL LAFAYETTE'S VISIT TO PITTSBURGH 

IN 1825. 

[The particulars of Lafayette's visit to Pittsburgh in 1825 have lately 
excited some interest in that city, and as no very detailed account ap- 
pears to have been preserved, we copy the following from the Pittsburgh 
Mercury of June 1, and Pittsburgh Gazette of June 3, 1825, which were 
reprinted in the Philadelphia papers of the day. These with a letter 
from a citizen of Pittsburgh, addressed to a former resident of that city 
now living in Philadelphia, giving the writer's recollections of the event, 
will furnish our Pittsburgh readers with a graphic account of the visit 
of the Nation's Guest to their city. — Ed. op Mag.] 

Our time permits us at present to do little more than an- 
nounce the arrival of the General at Pittsburgh, and to give 
a mere outline of his reception and entertainment in this 
city. "We could have wished that our day of publication 
had not come so immediately on the heels of this interest- 
ing event, because we were desirous of doing at least some- 
thing like justice to the most imposing spectacle we ever 
witnessed ; a scene in which a whole population expressed 
its gratitude, its veneration, and its love for one of the 
founders of the republic. 

The General and family came down the Youghiogany 
from Elizabeth town 1 in a barge, and arrived at Brad- 
dock's fields ; at the hospitable mansion of Geo. Wallace, 
Esqr., on Sunday evening last. Early on Monday morning 
the committee of arrangement and Captain Murray's troop 
of light dragoons and a number of other respectable citizens 
were introduced to him there ; and tendered to him their 

1 There is evidently an error in this statement, as Elizabethtown is on 
the Monongahela. According to Levasseur, Lafayette proceeded from 
Wheeling to Uniontown, via Washington and Brownsville. On May 28 
he left the latter place for Elizabethtown. He arrived there about twelve 
o'clock, when he was taken upon a boat propelled by four oars, upon 
which he descended the river to Braddock's Field. 
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affectionate congratulations on his arrival. He was conducted 
by the committee and the troop to the U. S. Arsenal, to 
breakfast with Maj. Churchill, the commandant; after 
breakfast the General spent a short time in viewing the 
public works. 

From the arsenal he was conducted along the turnpike 
to Bell's clover field, where the volunteer troops, consisting 
of the battalion of Pittsburgh volunteers, and several vol- 
unteer corps from the country, under the command of 
Maj. General Wilkins, were drawn up in line to receive 
him. Here the General alighted from his carriage and re- 
viewed the troops, which presented a very imposing and 
interesting spectacle. 

At the turnpike gate, the General, accompanied by the 
mayor, was handed into a barouche, drawn by four white 
horses ; and a procession formed agreeably to the previous 
arrangements, conducting him into the city to his lodgings 
at Darlington's hotel, which were fitted up for the occasion 
in a style of elegance highly creditable to the taste of the 
proprietor, and which we believe has seldom been surpassed. 

The progress of the General through the city to his lodg- 
ings was marked with abundant manifestations of the hearty 
welcome with which he was received. The streets through 
which he passed were filled to overflowing, as also were the 
doors, windows, and every place where a view could be ob- 
tained. Every countenance beamed with pleasure, and 
every eye sparkled with delight. It was the grateful hom- 
age of a free people flowing from the heart towards the 
early distinguished and unwearied champion of freedom. 

At Darlington's the General received and was introduced 
to a crowd of admiring visitors. All were received with 
cordiality and affection, and none more so than our old 
revolutionary veterans, his compatriots in arms. 

The Hon. Charles Shaler, in behalf of the citizens of 
Pittsburgh, delivered the eloquent and affecting address 
which follows. Mr. E. D. Gazzam, in behalf of the young 
men, also delivered an address, but we had not obtained 
a copy of it at the time of drawing up this article. The 
Vol. ix.— 19 
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General dined with the committee of arrangement and 
several distinguished strangers ; among whom were Gov. 
Morrow, of Ohio, and his aids, Majors Pendleton and King, 
who had accompanied the General to this city. 

In the evening, a splendid ball was given at Col. Ram- 
say's, in which the youth, the beauty, and the fashion of the 
city paid their homage to their venerated and beloved guest. 

But a scene not less interesting than any which had pre- 
ceded it, took place on Tuesday morning. The children of 
the city headed by their respective teachers were arranged 
along "Wood street in the front of the General's lodgings. 
The General saluted them in passing along the line un- 
covered, and he appeared greatly pleased with this testi- 
mony of affection. Incidents like these strike at once on 
the tenderest sensibilities of the heart. May the rising 
generation profit by the example of disinterested virtue and 
patriotism, which his whole life has displayed. 

The General visited the different manufacturing establish- 
ments of the city, and appeared much pleased with the 
ingenuity of our artists, and our progress in the arts. 

A public dinner was given to him at Col. Ramsay's, in 
every respect suitable to the occasion, but we had not 
received the account of the proceedings at the time our 
paper went to press. 

The family of the General consists of his son, Maj. G. 

"W. Lafayette, Col. Levasseur, and , who engaged the 

particular attention of all the visitors not only by their per- 
sonal worth, but also as the companions of their country's 
benefactor. The General departed this day (Wednesday) for 
Erie and proceeds eastward, by way of the Lakes. 

We stated in our opening that we could give only an out- 
line of the proceedings on this interesting occasion. Many 
incidents of an interesting character occurred, the account 
of which we must defer for the present. "We shall only 
add that the greatest harmony and good order prevailed 
throughout the whole of the occasion. 

[The addresses of General Shaler and of Lafayette con- 
clude the Mercury's account.] 
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From the Pittsburgh Gazette, June 3. 

Perhaps the most interesting incident attending the Gen- 
eral's visit to our city was the introduction to him, at Dar- 
lington's Hotel, of the revolutionary veterans, who with 
Capt. Patterson, had occupied the three carriages next to 
his during the Procession. Their names are : Alexander 
Gray, Galbreath Wilson, Richard Sparrow, Thomas Vaughn, 
David Morse, Thomas Roe, Elijah Clayton, and John Barn- 
well. Old Alexander Gray and Galbreath Wilson seemed 
to grow young again. The latter asked the General if he 
remembered the young man who assisted him over the fence 
immediately after he had received the wound in his leg at 
the battle of Brandywine which caused his lameness ? The 
General instantly recognized in Wilson the gallant young 
soldier who had performed that service, and a very cordial 
embrace followed. The old soldiers dined with the General 
at Darlington's on Monday, and at Ramsay's on Tuesday. 

Captain Gabriel Peterson, of Elizabeth-Town in this 
county; a brave and worthy officer of the Revolution, 
accompanied the General to this place and remained with 
him during his stay. 

Among the persons introduced to the General at Eliza- 
beth-Town, was Mr. Bollman, brother of the celebrated Dr. 
Bollman who risked his life in the attempt to rescue the 
Marquis de La Fayette from the Castle of Olmutz in the 
dominions of the King of Prussia. 

On Tuesday morning the General was waited on by the 
clergymen of the different denominations of this city, accom- 
panied by a considerable number from the country who 
were here attending a Synod. Several interesting revolu- 
tionary anecdotes were related, in a conversation between 
the General and the Rev. Joseph Patterson, who it appeared, 
had carried a musket during two or three arduous cam- 
paigns and resided at Germantown during the famous battle 
at that place. 

At the battle of Brandywine, as above stated, General La- 
fayette received a wound in the leg. A number of officers 
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immediately gathered around him, and while the surgeon 
(Dr. Magaw of Franklin County) was endeavoring to repress 
the profuse flow of blood, expressed their apprehensions for 
his safety, perhaps rather too hastily — " Never mind, gen- 
tlemen," said the General, looking at the wound, " never 
mind, I wouldn't take fifteen hundred guineas for that." 

The General left this early on Wednesday morning, for 
Erie. He was escorted out of town by the Committee of 
Arrangement, Capt. Murray's Troop of Light Dragoons, 
and the Battalion of Pittsburgh Volunteers. Harmar Denny 
and Charles H. Israel, Esquires, of this city, accompanied 
him to Erie. He intends going by land to Albany. 

Letter from a Resident of Pittsburgh. 

Gen. Lafayette's Visit here in May 1825 is stamped in 
my memory vividly. He came early in the morning in an 
open carriage with the Military escort & Citizens. Op- 
posite Dr. Herron's residence on the " Commons" a large 
tract of vacant ground, the children of the schools were 
assembled. I was one of them — we all had, as indeed 
most persons old and young were decorated with, silk 
badges with portraits of Lafayette and Washington and the 
words the Nations Guest etc. I have one of them now. 
The cortege proceeded to " Darlington's Hotel" — during 
the morning the General received visitors. I was intro- 
duced by Judge Riddle — afterwards had opportunity of 
speaking to him or rather being spoken to by him. He 
stood all morning directly before the fire place in the front 
parlor on Wood Street — the room was decorated for the 
occasion with flags and pictures of revolutionary scenes. 
Over the fire place was placed a large and splendid painting 
(attributed to Trumbull) of Lafayette and Washington on 
horseback at Yorktown. A body of Erench Troops in the 
back ground. This fine painting was loaned by Harmar 
Denny and now belongs to his daughter Mistress May O'Hara 
Spring and is hanging in her parlor on Penn street. A 
public dinner was given to Lafayette in the same house on 
that day. I was in the room, I soon tired of it — the toasts, 
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speeches &c. being above my comprehension or apprecia- 
tion. Judge Baldwin, Harmar Denny, Charles Shaler, 
James Ross and indeed all the leading men of the city and 
some from other places were there. In the evening a ball 
was given to the General at Ramsay's Hotel, corner of 
Third and Wood st. Of course I was not there, but I 
heard a great deal about it. The room in which Lafayette 
slept at the Mansion House, to my boyish notions, was the 
most magnificent ever constructed. It had for many years 
been the Lodge Room of the Free Masons. The ceiling 
was arched, painted with figures of the Sun, Moon and 
Stars. When the Masonic lease expired the decorations 
were allowed to remain. The bed prepared for Lafayette 
was a large Mahogany four-poster with a Canopy sur- 
mounted by a large gilt Eagle. Each post had the names 
of Revolutionary Generals inscribed thereon. I remember 
those of Wayne and Mercer while the names of Washing- 
ton and Lafayette were on long silken streamers from the 
Eagle's beak. 

The General and his Suite left in the morning early in 
the regular Stage coach for Erie escorted to Butler by the 
City Light Troop, Captain Magnus M. Murray. S. P. Dar- 
lington (now residing in Philadelphia) was Sergeant and I 
think is the only surviving member of that brilliant body 
of Pittsburgh Cavalry of the olden time. With two or 
three other boys I accompanied the cavalcade over the 
Allegheny bridge and up the river to Pine Creek where 
the stage stopped to water the horses at Butfington's tavern 
(still standing) when my uncle, who was in the Troop 
espied me and ordered me home. 

Fred Fogle the Trumpeter sounded his bugle, the Driver 
cracked his whip, the cortege disappeared in the winding 
Valley of Pine creek and I getting a lift behind a country 
boy on a horse bound to town reached there in an hour or 
two and so ends this long and tedious story of personal 
recollections of Lafayette's visit here in 1825. 



